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     Captain Kellett of Hanalei 
 
This two-part family history is provided by Gary Younse, who obtained information from 
family resources as well as from his own research.  Photographs, maps, and copies of 
documents are provided, as well as  genealogies.  A summary of the material follows.  
Kellitt, and Kellett, are varied spellings of the same name. 
 
Born in England, John Kellitt settled in Hanalei in 1836 at age 44.    Research using 
British records indicate a conviction in 1817, resulting in a sentence of transportation for 
seven years to New South 
Wales, Australia.   He was listed on the ship Belleropshon. a hulk moored at Woolwich.  
No records in Australia indicate the Kellitt was ever there, or that the ship ever left 
England.  The possibility exists that the ship was used as a prison in the harbor, with 
prisoners working at various public projects in the area.  He would have been a free man 
again in 1824.  There are reasons to assume that Kellitt was used to the sea, and may had 
been involved in that profession even when still in England -- it is believed he might have 
made his first trip to Kaua'i in 1825. 
 
By 1836, Kellitt was residing in Hanalei, a friend of British consul Richard Charlton.  
Charlton had constructed a house "Lanihuli" overlooking Hanalei River, which Kellitt 
was living in during the late 1830s.  He also subleased about 80 acres from Charlton, who 
had a long-term lease on a larger acreage from Governor Kaiko'ewa.  Charlton had 
troubles making lease payments as required, and left the islands in 1842 to return to 
England.  Jules Dudoit, the French Consul to the Kingdom of Hawaii, was able to take 
over the lease, and became Kellitt's new landlord. 
 
Captain Kellitt met his wife, Kaui Kawekau, soon after arriving on Kaua'i -- their first 
child was born in 1838.  She was from Pu'u Poa.  The couple lived in  Lanihuli, and 
Kellitt provisioned ships in the area with beef, butter, cheese, and various other needs, as 
well as milk for the local residents of Hanalei, from his beef and dairy operations on the 
80-acre lease.    His business thrived -- so much so that his son, Pa'alua Danson Kellitt, 
operated a warehouse to store inventory.  During this time, one wing of the Lanihuli 
house provided additional income for the couple -- housing being at a shortage in the 
area, rooms were often available for room and board, and many newcomers started their 
lives here as guests of the Kellitts while their future homes were under construction. 
 
1845 was the year that Captain Kellitt became a naturalized citizen of the Kingdom of 
Hawaii.  This allowed him to marry, as well as accept appoinments to a variety of 
positions he held in the Hanalei area -- the first Pilot of Hanalei, the Health Officer for 
Hanalei, as well as Customs Collector and Postmaster.  When the Mahele occurred in the 
late 1850s, it benefited the family -- their leased lands were awarded to them under the 
provisions, including the Lanihuli homestead.  
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The Kellitts had five children : 
 Richard Thomas, born 1838 
 Mary Ann Kau, born 1840 
 John Richard, born 1845 
 Elizabeth Becky, born 1847 
 Pa'alua Danson, born 1852 
 
 
Richard Thomas often used his Hawaiian name : Rick Kamaki -- he helped in the family 
enterprises, and was employed as a seaman in the late 1850s, meeting his wife Maria 
Ho'opio Nui in Maui, their daughter Kaleiho'opio Kellett was born in 1857.  Maria died 
in April 1859.  Their daughter  may have stayed at the Kellitt home at Lanihuli.  Richard 
had a son, Leialoha Thomas Kellitt, born about 10 years later, his mother was named 
Kauia, she was from Wainiha. 
 
John Richard Kellitt, the second son, was educated locally at the missionary school.  As a 
young adult, he resided in Honolulu for awhile before relocating to New London, 
Connecticut, where he married Lillian Huntley in 1878.  They remained in that area and 
raised a family. 
 
Pa'alua Danson attended St. Albans School (later to become Iolani High School) in 
Honolulu, then continued his education in England, returning to Hanalei to help in the 
family business as his father's health began to fail in his later years.  He married Helen 
Marble in Honolulu in 1873 while employed by Theo H. Davies & Co.  They raised five 
children. 
 
Mary Ann Kau married Hiram Fredenburg from Koloa in the early 1860s - they had a 
family of four children and continued to reside on Kaua'i.   
 
Elizabeth Becky married Captain James Hatfield in the 1860s, he was the captain of the 
schooner 
Prince of Hawaii owned by Robert Wyllie, sailing between Hanalei and Honolulu.  They 
had two daughters -- Emma and Maude. 
 
By 1866, Captain Kellitt realized old age was approaching, and he put his affairs in order 
- writing a will, selling one parcel of land to his son-in-law James Hatfield and his 
partner, Markley.    He passed away in March, 1869.  Kaui joined her husband in 1874 - 
they are buried on the Lanihuli property which was their home for their entire married 
life.   
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From Kelletts to Changs 
 
Continuing the genealogy of the family, Gary Younse, our researcher, now turns to 
Kaleiho'opio, the daughter of Richard Thomas Kellett and Maria Ho'opio Nui of Maui, 
who lived for some time after her mother's death with her Grandparents at the Lanihuli 
home. 
 
Evidence exists to indicate that Richard Thomas Kellett was employed as a seaman, 
coming and going throughout Maria's life.  Some of his shore time was spent in Wainiha, 
where he had a second child, Leialoha Thomas, with Kauia.  Leialoha, who spent on 
Lanai, living at the home of the Gays, had a daughter, Rose Kellett. 
 
Upon the death of Captain Kellett, the Lanihuli property was left to Richard Thomas, but 
passed on to Pa'alua Danson Kellett through adverse possession.  Richard Thomas died in 
May 1878,  at Wainiha,   no will was ever recorded. 
 
During this time,  Chinese immigration to Hawaii was supplying the islands with new 
labor resources needed for the growing sugar industry.  By the 1860s, many of the 
Chinese workers had left the plantation life behind, beginning their own businesses, as 
had the Chang brothers of  Lahaina, Maui -- Ah Chong and the younger Ah Sinn.  Ah 
Chong established a dry good store, and had a boat to move goods from Honolulu to 
Maui, and possibly to Kaua'i as well.  Ah Sinn owned a pool hall.  Both were married  to 
Hawaiian women, Ah Chong was blessed with children, and Ah Sinn was not. 
 
The brothers sponsored Ah Tong, their younger sibling, to come to Hawaii, he arrived at 
Lahaina in 1865, working in the dry goods store with this eldest brother.  Known as 
Atong in Hawaii, he became  
a citizen in March 1870, enabling him to marry.  
 
It is possible that Ah Chong met Richard Thomas Kellett in Lahaina, or even in Kaua'i, as 
Ah Chong moved  goods between the islands.  A connection was made at some time, as 
Atong and Kaleiho'opio Kellett were married in 1872,  renting a home in Mopali'i, also 
known as Kaulamau.   The first of their male children, Ah Mona was born in 1873, soon 
after sons Ah Kana (1874), Ah Hu (1875) and Ah Chuck (1877) were born.  To maintain 
their Chinese heritage, the four boys went to China with uncle Ah Sinn, to their ancestral 
village to live and attend school.  By 1884, Atong opened his own store on Front Street in 
Lahaina, offering clothing, fabrics, linens, notions, canned goods and imports from 
China.  As was common in those days, the family resided on the second floor above the 
store.  Business was good in the busy Lahaina port.   
 
Atong purchased his first parcel of land -- six acres near the wet caves in Haena, most 
likely used for growing rice, an excellent product for the area, and a good cash crop.  
Helping him was Akui Kong Tai, who was later adopted by Atong, who signed the 
property over to him.   
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Atong's businesses flourished, the family continued to grow, and family trips to China 
continued.  A home was purchased in Macau, China, providing a place for the family to 
stay while coming and going on their frequent trips.  Atong traveled to China in 1890, to 
arrange a marriage for his eldest son, Ah Mona, and bring the brothers back to Hawaii.  
The rest of the family went along on this trip -- besides Kaleiho'opio, daughters Ah Kaka 
(1872), Ah Lan (1879), Ah Heong (1882) and  Ah Tung and   ..... (born 1883 two 
surviving sons of triplets).  While en route, a smallpox outbreak in Hong Kong resulted in 
the deaths of Kaleiho'opio, Ah Kaka and the youngest son (whose name is not given).  
The three were buried in Hong Kong. 
 
Ah Mona was married to Chong Kum Inn -- called Chong Shee after marriage in 1891.  
Atong took a second wife, the caretaker of his Macau home, Lau Shee, who accompanied 
the family back to Hawaii. 
 
In 1895, Atong and Lau Shee returned to China with daughters Ah Heong and Ah Lan, 
son Ah Tung, and grandsons Ah Chan (1891) and Ah Chun (1892)  -- Ah Mona's 
children.  En route they stopped in Hong Kong, retrieved the family remains from the 
smallpox epidemic, and transported them to their ancestral village for proper burial.  Ah 
Lan remained in China, the rest of the family returned to Lahaina. 
 
Atong and second wife Lau Shee relocated to their Macau home in 1917.  In January 
1919, the worst fire in Maui history destroyed four blocks of Lahaina town.  Many of the 
Chinese businesses there never reopened.  Atong and wife visited their family in Hawaii 
several times over their remaining years.  He passed away in 1934, followed by Lau Shee 
in 1943. 
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